Councillors Jane Garrett and Josh Funder

conncil had worked exeensively with residem
gronps o draft Mdesign  and  developmgm
pringiples™ tor the siee — a detailed 12-page
“wvision” for fumure developmenr

Yarra also  established o raskforce  of
commnity, govermment plaming and counml
charged  with
disenssion abour the sale ond s implicarions.

Mavor Amanda Stone save Amcor provides
a “onceap-a-literme oppormumrny o showease

represcnnves, PrEaTIIEg

ner-city sustainable living™,

“We dre passinnate about  seeing  om
commumaty contmue to be involved in realising
the shared vision for therr neighbourhooed.”

But as the consultanon process untolded,
Amcor management suddenly fast-tracked the
sale, annonncing on Febroary 23 the site would
be put on the marker immediarely. The decision
sent shockwaves through the couneil,

Phillips urged councillors — three Labor, three
Greens, two mdependent and one Socalist — o
comsrder the risks. Two-thirds of the site s zoned
fdissrrinl, and the residentinl section — now
apen space — conld be developed or fragmented
Ity gmaller independent titles once sold.

Che opron is for the council to rezone the
entire site for reswdennial or mexed  use betore
the gale: Bur there 12 a carch, For the site to be
rerumned before the April 16 developer deadline,
the conncil would not have enough time 1o place
the rexoning on public novice

e wonsld instead Gl to che planmng mimiseer

g st b e oS

‘We may remain
pure and we may
remain activists,
but we will not
retain control of
this site’

v rezone the site, which would remove formal
resident appeal fights to tuture developmeéns

It the council does nothimg it risks unwanted
development = whar many are calling in verbal
shorthand, *a DFO on the Yarm ™,

Fhere s also the specere of new plinning
laws, announced b Premier Jahn Bromby in
February, which give Madden the power to call
N any project of stae signiicance,

At an emergency ... ..

March 20, councillars voued to buy more time
atied give the commuinity o chance to consider the
proposal.

A week larer the Government's planmimg
department ymade another offer: a planming
overlay that would rexone the site for mixed nse
hur provide for more community consultation.

The optlon was strongly  supported by
Richardzon and Labor councillors, who belteved
prrmediate acton was criticil,

But the wagoriny of councillors disagreed.
Severn| accused the State  Government  of
“holding a gun™ o their heads aned pressuring
them o make decisions on the run.

Greens councillor Alison Clarke sad the risk
ol industrial development on the site, o the site
being broken up and sold in lots, was “preny
leow™ aned *an aeceprable risk”

Fellow Greens comnelllor Sam  Gavlard
agrecd. ] believe there has been a gun 1o the head
in this process. U'm concerned aboot the process,

and) o concerned abouae the community,”™

Siocialist comncillor Steve Jolly  said  the
Government™  cabinet was® “in ecstasy” al
having a pro-jobs, pro-development proposal
on its hands o vear betore the electiom, bur the
commeil “shonld ler the community have o Fair
o firet ",

Flivwever, Labor cotincillor Jane Garretr said
council inacrion increased the risk of Madden
calling the proveet in o stae control.

“Tris¢lear from tonight tharsome coundillors
wani to do pothing, (buet it by highly likely the
State Government will act if we don'r ac™

Her Labor colleague Josh Funder warned
the cooncil could only reman involved in
negotiatiwons 16 06 rezoned the site. “We may
remain pure and we may remain activists, bt
wiewill nor retain conrrol of rhis site.”

Si% aof the mine commellors voated to continae
consulting the commumity and 1o refrain from
askmg the moisier o intervens.

Bur the council appears 1o be ar odds with
ote of the communine groups heavily fovolved
in the Ameor provess,

Pwin weeks ago, before the counell megting,
the Alphington Paper  Mill  Action  Group
resoived o support reronmg the swe belore s
sale and asking Madden to ger mvolved,

APMAG imember lell Karz savy it would be
dangerous o wiail unil Avdor s sold 1o protec
the site. 1 think penerallv, we woulidn't like to
eake the risk,”™ Katz savs.

“1r's hard o chiange the conditions aler the
sale becowse vou then Face potential lowsuis
from developers for changing the goal posts.™

The debate has ... i

all mverlved, In his monthly comell report emmiled
to supporters, Jolly allegad ALP memibers had
“hullied™ commumity members over Amcor

“During the six davs from Friday (March
20y o last might's meering, the usual pressure
was brought to bear on councillors from the
state povernment and rheir ALF props in the
e, Jolly wrote,

*More sinisterly this presaure was for the
first e a0 brought o bear on individual
restdents. This will nor be polerated and those
people behind the bullving will be exposed in the
it o feec ) distant himuire, ™

However, [ollv later  declined o name
the perperrators of the bullving, what form It
mught have taken or the victims, saymg only lus
statement was “not a rhetoocal ownsh™

O this alleganons, muyor Amanda Stone will
1, which reflects

enly say that emotions aee iy
the “level of stress and anxiety™ over the project.
Bur she remams coihdent in Yarra®s abilicy o
manage the sire,

hat our plamiing
processes thar we had in place were adeguate,”

“We macde the judgement

gl savs,
The only guestion s whether the Sate
Govermment will agree.
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